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article is constantly supplied and never used up, it must
accumulate. So it is with widows ; nearly every man
or boy who dies leaves one, often more; so, though
thousands die, more live on.

" The English have abolished Sati; but, alas ! neither
the English nor the angels know what goes on in our
homes. And Hindus not only don't care, but think it
good ! What! do not Hindus fear what such oppression
may lead to ? If the widow's shadow is to be dreaded,
why do they darken and overshadow the whole land
with it ?

"I am told that in England they comfort widows'
hearts ; but there is no comfort for us." .

Anything more pathetic and heart-rending than the
foregoing statement of the condition of myriads of
widows,in India it would be hard to imagine. But lest
it should seem too black a picture, I add a passage from
Mr. Dey's book on Hindu village life, which to some
extent corroborates, and to some extent modifies it ;
probably both are equally true, though not of the same
families. "English people have somehow or other got
the idea that a Hindu widow receives harsh and cruel
treatment from the relations of her husband. That is
not true. There are, no doubt, exceptional cases, but,
as a general rule, Hindu widows are not only not ill-
treated, but they meet with a vast deal of sympathy.
Old widows, in a Bengali Hindu family, are often the
guides and counsellors of those who style themselves
the lords of creation. . , . Old widows, provided they
have intelligence and good character, assert, on account
of their experience in life, their superiority over men
younger than they. As to the privations of life, a little
too much is made of them. Besides the one supreme
privation of having the fountain of their affections sealed